The theme of our second issue of 2014 is "Alcohol" and the special Guest Editor is Dr. Chris Milroy. Initially, we were going to cover the topic of alcohol in the "Toxicology" issue in volume 2, which was also guest edited by Dr. Milroy, but he suggested that alcohol was so extensive a topic that it deserved its own issue. I agreed that alcohol deserved its own issue and then asked him to guest edit it-and he graciously agreed.
The concept of intentionally producing and imbibing alcoholic beverages is thought to have been the result of the accidental discovery of anaerobic fermentation of sugar sources and dates to the Neolithic era. To go along with the long history of alcohol as a recreational beverage, there is an abundant amount of associated pathology.
The first two articles cover the pharmacology of alcohol and the laboratory testing of alcohol in postmortem and performance testing. We feature an article on the postmortem production of alcohol-a common finding in forensic pathology practice. An epidemiology study describes the broad variety of ways in which alcohol either kills directly or contributes to death. Alcohol kills by both acute and chronic mechanisms, and we feature reviews covering both. We also feature a pair of articles describing the chronic effects of alcohol on the heart and the brain. Finally, we feature articles discussing alcohol and brain trauma and on issues important for the alcohol-intoxicated person in custody. Not only does this issue represent a broad collection of review articles about the pathology of alcohol, but the references contained within them represents an incredible resource unto itself.
J. Keith Pinckard MD PhD
Editor-In-Chief
This issue of the Journal also features the "National Association of Medical Examiners Position Paper: Recommendations for the Postmortem Assessment of Suspected Head Trauma in Infants and Young Children." This is the fourth NAME position paper approved by the Board of Directors and published by AFP since the inception of the Journal. And of course, we also feature several original articles, case reports, and an "Images in Forensic Pathology" paper.
The third issue of 2014 will be released on September 1; the theme will be "Vulnerable Popula-tions" and the special Guest Editor will be Dr. Kim Collins. But remember, only about half of each issue is devoted to the specific theme. It's really just a way to promote submission of articles on a particular topic. Manuscripts about any topic can (and should) be submitted at any time! As always, I will continue to encourage the readership to submit articles to the Journal. We depend on submissions from the readership-NAME members like you-to sustain our excellent content.
